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[As people are arriving, first 2-3 minutes]: Hello everyone! We’re going 
to give folks a few more minutes to arrive before we begin. Thank you for 
coming and we’ll get started soon. 

Hello and thank you for joining this FAFSA Walkthrough hosted by 
uAspire. I am (presenter name) and I am being supported during this 
presentation by my colleague, (driver name).

I’ll share a few notes before we begin:
● First, please make sure to ask all questions using the Q&A feature 

on your Zoom toolbar. (Driver name) will be answering them in live 
time as they are able, but also may refer you to one of our 
follow-up support resources that we will get to at the end of 
today’s presentation.

● In addition, we will be sending those who registered a PDF of the 
slides with hyperlinks to important sites, tools and helpful videos 
referenced. 

● Lastly, we will ask you to complete a brief poll to get your feedback 
on today’s session before we close out with some time for more 



● Q&A.



Agenda

● Before the FAFSA

● FAFSA completion overview 

● After the FAFSA

● How to get follow-up support 

after today’s presentation

● Survey/Q&A

This is our agenda for our time together: 
● First we will introduce the FAFSA and talk about what you need to 

do before starting
● Then we will go through the FAFSA section by section
● Next, we will talk about what comes after the FAFSA
● We will next let you know ways in which you can get support from 

uAspire.
● And finally, we will end with a quick survey and some live question 

and answer time



What is the FAFSA?
● Free Application for Federal Student Aid, complete it on fafsa.gov 

○ It will take about an hour to complete 
● 25-26 form will open in December 2024

○ Will return to opening on October 1 in future years 

● The FAFSA does two main things: 
○ Determines eligibility for federal financial aid
○ Provides states and colleges with the information they may use to distribute 

their financial aid funds 

For more information 
about the changes to the 
FAFSA form, check out 
this video 

The FAFSA, or Free Application for Federal Student Aid, is a federal form that you will 
need to complete every year you plan to attend college. Due to some changes being 
made to the form, the 2025-26 FAFSA will be released in December of 2024 for this 
year. In future years, it will go back to opening on October 1. The FAFSA does two 
main things: it determines eligibility for federal financial aid, and states and colleges 
may use this information to distribute their own funds. 

http://fafsa.gov
https://vimeo.com/user135317519/simplifiedfafsa?share=copy


Who should complete the FAFSA?
● Eligible students should complete the FAFSA

○ US citizens or nationals 

○ Eligible noncitizens 

○ Students from freely associated states 

● Undocumented students are not eligible for federal aid (this includes 
DACA students)

○ State and institutional aid may be available 

○ Check with your state and intended schools to see if you should 
complete the FAFSA or a separate form 

Unfortunately, there are limitations to eligibility when filling out the FAFSA - certain 
statuses, like undocumented, DACA, or other ineligible non US citizens are not able 
to receive federal financial aid. However, depending on the state you live in, you may 
be able to fill out additional state forms. You should check with your state to see if you 
are eligible to receive state financial aid. 

Colleges have their own policies regarding institutional aid eligibility. If you are 
undocumented, we also recommend calling the colleges you are planning to apply to 
assess what their financial aid policies are for undocumented students.

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/states/


State Financial Aid & Alternative Forms
Massachusetts

MAFSA (Massachusetts 
Application for State Financial 
Aid)

California

California Dream Act Application 

New York

New York State DREAM Act 
Application

National Immigration Law 
Center’s Toolkit on Access to 
Postsecondary Education

Big Future’s 6 Things 
Undocumented Students Need to 
Know About College 

For students who are not eligible to complete the FAFSA, here are some other 
options. Massachusetts recently allowed undocumented students to receive in-state 
tuition rates and eligibility for certain state aid. There is an alternative form called the 
MASFA that you should look into if you believe you are eligible.  

California and New York both have a Dream Act Application for state aid. You should 
also reach out to your colleges to see if there may be any institutional aid available for 
you and how to apply for it. 

We also have linked some additional resources here that you can check out for more 
information. Citizenship status does not have to be a barrier to college admission or 
affordability! Please reach out to your uAspire advisor to discuss your options.

https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/home.asp
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://nysdream.applyists.net/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f
https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit2a/#tables
https://www.nilc.org/issues/education/eduaccesstoolkit2a/#tables
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/own-your-future/6-things-undocumented-students-need-to-know-about-college
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/own-your-future/6-things-undocumented-students-need-to-know-about-college
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/own-your-future/6-things-undocumented-students-need-to-know-about-college


Steps to take 
before starting

Now that we know what the FAFSA is, let’s discuss some steps you should take 
before starting. 



What is an FSA ID?
● Username and password that serves as your 

legal signature 

○ All “contributors” need an FSA ID

■ Dependent students and at least one parent

■ Independent students and their spouse (if 
applicable) 

■ Each person can have only one FSA ID

● Your verified FSA ID is REQUIRED to be able to 
complete the FAFSA

First, you and at least one parent should make an FSA ID if you haven’t already. An 
FSA ID is a username and password that serves as your legal signature when signing 
and submitting the FAFSA. Your verified FSA ID is REQUIRED to be able to complete 
the FAFSA. It will also be used to do other things on Federal Student Aid’s website. 



Creating an FSA ID 
To create an FSA ID go to 
studentaid.gov and click on 
“Create Account”

It usually takes 1-3 days for an FSA ID to be verified. We 
recommend students and parents create FSA IDs at 
least 3 days before completing the FAFSA.

For help making your FSA ID, 
check out uAspire’s handout (in 
English, Spanish,  Cape Verdean, 
Chinese, Haitian Creole, and 
Portuguese)

Go to studentaid.gov and [CLICK ONCE] click “create account” in the upper right 
hand corner. It takes around 1-3 days for an FSA ID to be confirmed by federal 
student aid. Because a verified FSA ID is required to complete the FAFSA, we 
recommend that you create your FSA IDs at least 3 days before completing the 
FAFSA. If you have not created an FSA ID, you should do so ASAP. The application is 
available in English and Spanish. For help making your FSA ID, check out uAspire’s 
handout which is available in several different languages. 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
http://uaspire.org/FSAID
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(spanish)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(cape-verdean)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(simplified-chinese)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(haitian-creole)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(portuguese)


What do you need to create an FSA ID?
With a SSN

● Social security number 
● Full legal name
● Date of birth
● Personal email address

Without a SSN

● Address
● Full legal name 
● Date of birth 
● Personal email address 

There may be additional steps 
needed to confirm your identity For help making your FSA ID, 

check out uAspire’s handout (in 
English, Spanish,  Cape Verdean, 
Chinese, Haitian Creole, and 
Portuguese)

To create an FSA ID, you will need some personal information. If you have a Social 
Security Number, you will need it to make your FSA ID, along with your full legal 
name, date of birth, and a personal email address. If you have an SSN, you should 
create your FSA ID now if you haven’t already. 

If you do not have a Social Security Number and are a parent of a dependent student, 
OR are a student from a freely associated state without an SSN, you are now 
required to create and use an FSA ID. You will need your address, full legal name, 
date of birth, and a personal email address.

http://uaspire.org/FSAID
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(spanish)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(cape-verdean)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(simplified-chinese)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(haitian-creole)
https://www.uaspire.org/documents/advising-resources/fsa-id-how-to-guide-(portuguese)


uAspire’s FAFSA Checklist 
Use this checklist to stay organized while completing the FAFSA 

Scan for checklist

To see our translated 
checklists, check out our 
resource page here 

uAspire has this handy checklist to help you stay organized while completing your 
FAFSA. It also details the information you need to have on hand to complete the 
FAFSA. Let’s watch a video about the information students and parents will need to 
have on hand to complete their sections of the FAFSA. 

*Presenter click forward, video will automatically play*

https://www.uaspire.org/FAFSA
https://www.uaspire.org/resources/financial-aid-resources


*click white space around video to progress to next slide* OR *in presenter mode, 
advance to next slide* 

DO NOT press space or arrow to advance OR click on the video itself - it will play 
again

Link to video: https://vimeo.com/617524705/9d0e149b4c 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1VrfVUAAD9VIUO64hsqh6Rg6TNIYGXhui/preview
https://vimeo.com/617524705/9d0e149b4c


FAFSA 
Completion 

Overview

Now let’s look at the FAFSA section by section.



Please Note: 
For this walkthrough we will be sharing the 

pathway a dependent student will see 
when starting and filling out the FAFSA 

A quick note before we get started: We will be looking at the FAFSA today from the 
point of view of a dependent student starting the FAFSA. A dependent student is a 
student who is required to report parent information on the FAFSA. We will also 
discuss the parent invite process.

For independent students, your section will look similar to the dependent student 
section but will also include a few additional questions. We will talk about those a little 
later. 

Another important thing to mention is that the information and images in this 
walkthrough reflect the most updated information available now, but are subject to 
change as the Department of Education finalizes the application. 



Starting the FAFSA 

● Select Student or Parent 

○ Selecting the right 
role determines what 
questions you will see 
on the FAFSA

The first thing you will do when you log in to start a new FAFSA form is select whether 
you are a student or a parent. Depending on who you are, you will see some different 
questions. Today, we will be completing the FAFSA as a dependent student starting 
the form before their parents, so we will click “Student” 



Understanding the FAFSA Form

☑What is the FAFSA form?

☑Contributors on the FAFSA 

☑What to expect 

☑After submitting the FAFSA 
form

After you select your role, you will go be guided through a 4 part onboarding process 
that will help you understand the FAFSA form before getting started. It will outline 
what the fafsa is and what to expect. We will talk about all of these things and more in 
today’s presentation. 



Student Identity 
Information 

● Review and update information (if 
necessary)

○ You can update permanent mailing 
address directly on the FAFSA form, 
but to update any other student 
identity information you will need go to 
Account Settings 

● State of Legal Residence 

○ May be used to determine eligibility for 
state aid and in-state tuition 

In the student identify information section, you should review the information they 
have listed for you and update it if necessary. You can update permanent mailing 
address directly on the FAFSA form, but to update any other student identity 
information you will need go to Account Settings. After that, you will confirm the state 
you live in and the month and year you began living there. If you have lived in that 
state your entire life, you would put the month and year of your birth. These State 
residency questions may be used to determine your eligibility for state aid and in-state 
tuition.



Consent on the FAFSA 
● Consent is required by ALL contributors 

to be eligible for federal financial aid.

○ Allows the IRS to share your federal 
tax information with the FAFSA in 
order to calculate your eligibility for 
federal aid

○ Consent will likely decrease the 
amount of tax information you must 
enter manually 

Next is one of the most important parts of the FAFSA. In order to be eligible for 
federal financial aid, you will be required to provide consent on the FAFSA. When you 
provide consent, you give the IRS permission to share your federal tax information 
with the FAFSA to determine your eligibility for federal financial aid. Consent is 
required no matter who you are on the FAFSA, whether you filed taxes or not. There 
is a lot of information on the consent page, so be sure to read through it carefully. On 
this slide, we are only showing the summary and FAQ’s. At the end of the page, after 
the frequently asked questions, [CLICK ONCE] you will provide consent by clicking 
Approve. 



Importing Information 

● After selecting 
“approve”,  the IRS will 
import your information 
into your FAFSA 
application



Personal 
Circumstances

Now that we’ve gotten through some of the first pages of the FAFSA, let’s get into the 
sections, starting with Personal Circumstances. 



Student Personal Circumstances
● This section helps determine your dependency status

○ If none of the circumstances apply, you will be considered dependent, 
which means you will be required to invite at least one parent to 
provide information on your FAFSA form

● College can and will ask for proof! 

The student personal circumstances section of the FAFSA will determine your 
dependency status. A student can be dependent, meaning that you will need to 
include your parent(s)’ information, or independent, meaning parent information is not 
required. If none of the circumstances we will talk about apply to you, then you will be 
considered a dependent student, meaning that you will need to invite at least one 
parent to provide information on your FAFSA form. If any of the circumstances apply 
to you, then you will not need to provide parent information on your FAFSA. It’s 
important to note that colleges will ask for proof if you say any of these circumstances 
apply to you. So let’s review what they are. 



Student is independent if one of the 
following is true: 

Will be 24 by January 1st of 
award year

Are married 
Are working on a master’s or 

doctorate

Serve in the U.S. armed 
forces or are a veteran

Since age 13 – had no living 
parent, were in foster care, or 

were a ward of the court
Are an emancipated minor

Have a court-ordered legal 
guardian

Have children or other people 
who live with them and 
receive over half their 

support from the student

Are an unaccompanied youth 
who is homeless

You will be considered independent if any of the scenarios on this slide apply to you. 
The FAFSA determines that by asking you various questions. If any are true, then you 
are considered independent and will not need to invite a parent to complete a section 
on your fafsa. 

If you are an independent student, your FAFSA will look similar to the dependent 
pathway, but you will have to provide some additional information. 



Student College/Career Plans 
● Explains where you are in 

your college/career 

○ If you have not attended 
college before, you will be 
a first year (freshman) 
student and will not yet 
have a bachelor’s degree 

In the student personal circumstances section, you will also need to include your 
college grade level and if you have a bachelor’s degree yet. If you are a senior in high 
school and have never attended college before, you will select “First year freshman” 
and indicate that you do not yet have a bachelor’s degree. Even if you took AP 
classes in school and are coming to college, you are still considered a first year 
college student. 



Student Unusual Circumstances
Unusual circumstances can include 
situations in which you are unable to 
contact your parents due to any of 
the reasons listed. 

If you select “Yes” you will:

● Be provisionally independent
● Get a provisional SAI
● Need to provide documentation 

to your college(s)

There may be some additional reasons that you could be considered independent, 
referred to as “unusual circumstances” on the fafsa. If any of the circumstances listed 
for this question are true for you, you should say “Yes.” and you will be considered 
provisionally independent on the FAFSA. Provisional means that you will need to 
provide documentation to your colleges to confirm these circumstances later on in the 
financial aid process. 



Dependency Status 
Here you will see your dependency 
status 

● If you are considered dependent 
but your parents are unwilling to 
complete their section, you can 
opt out of including parent 
information and apply for a direct 
unsubsidized loan only

After answering all the dependency questions, you will get a dependency status. If 
you answered yes to any of the questions asked, you will be independent and will not 
need to invite your parents to provide their information. If none of the circumstances 
apply to you, you will be considered dependent and will need to provide parent 
information. If for some reason you cannot provide parent information, you can 
choose on this page to apply for a direct unsubsidized loan only.



Dependency Override
While completing the FAFSA, if you are required to include parent 
information but are unable to get it for a reason other than what is listed on 
the FAFSA, you can start a dependency appeal process. 

● If you have been granted a dependency override in the past, you will not 
need to resubmit an appeal at your college!

Reach out to your college for more information about this process. 

If the FAFSA requires you to include parent information but you are unable to get it for 
a reason other than those listed on the FAFSA, you can start a dependency appeal 
process.  Please note that dependency overrides are not guaranteed to be approved 
and may take awhile for a decision to be made. 

It’s also important to note that If you were granted a dependency override in the past, 
you will not be required to resubmit. 

Reach out to your college’s financial aid office for more information about the process.

https://formswift.com/parental-income-exclusion-request-letter


Who is your Parent on the FAFSA?

● This section asks 
several questions about 
your parent(s) to 
determine who should 
be invited to provide 
information on your 
FAFSA 

Example of married biological 
parents 

Example of a parent who is 
remarried

If you are a dependent student, you will be asked several questions to determine 
which of your parent(s) should be invited to provide information on the FAFSA. Here 
are two examples, one of a student who’s biological parents are married to each 
other, and one where one of the student’s parents is remarried 



SCENARIO WHOSE INFORMATION TO REPORT ON THE FAFSA

If parents are legally married, 
regardless of opposite or same 
sex

Report information for both parents 

If parents are not married to 
each other and live together

Report information for both parents 

If parents are not living 
together

Report information for the parent that provided more 
financial support in the last 12 months 

*If equal, report the parent with the greater income or assets 

If parent is married/remarried 
to stepparent

Report information for both parent and stepparent 

Who is your Parent on the FAFSA?

To determine which parent needs to be invited to your FAFSA, check out our resource 

In order to better prepare to complete the FAFSA, let’s take a look at this chart that 
outlines whose information should be reported on the FAFSA. Remember that the 
parent on the FAFSA can include biological, adoptive or stepparents. You should 
determine which of these scenarios is true for your family, and then ask that parent or 
parents to create FSA IDs before they complete the fafsa. 

27

http://uaspire.org/which-parent


Inviting your Parent(s)
You will need to provide information about at 
least one parent when completing your section 
of the FAFSA

● You will need to provide

○ Full legal name

○ Date of birth

○ SSN (if applicable)

○ Personal email address

● If parent doesn’t have an SSN you will also 
need to provide their address

The next step will be to invite the parents that you identified on the last page. You will 
do this by providing some of their information on the fafsa form. This information 
needs to be accurate, so even if it might be embarrassing to ask your parent’s 
birthday, it’s worth it to make sure they can complete their section and you can get the 
financial aid you deserve. If your parent does not have a social security number, 
[CLICK ONCE] you can click “My parent doesn’t have an SSN” and will then need to 
provide their address 



Demographics

The next section is the Demographics section. 



Student Demographic Information

● The first three demographic 
questions are asked for research 
purposes, and do not affect 
eligibility for federal student aid

● For any of these questions, you 
may select “Prefer not to answer” 
if you’d rather not report this 
information 

The first three demographic questions ask about the student’s gender, race, and 
hispanic origin and are for research purposes only. They will not affect your eligibility 
for aid, no matter how you answer. If you would rather not report this information, you 
can select “prefer not to answer” - this will not affect your eligibility. 



Student Citizenship Status 
● US citizens/nationals and eligible 

noncitizens

○ Eligible noncitizens need their A#

● Undocumented students can’t complete 
the FAFSA, but state or institutional aid 
may be available

○ DACA students are not eligible for 
federal aid

The next question focuses on student eligibility for federal financial aid, and you will 
select your citizenship status. In order to be eligible for federal financial aid, you must 
be a U.S citizen or eligible noncitizen. If you are an eligible noncitizen you will need 
your A number, which can be found on a permanent residency card. If you are not 
eligible to complete the FAFSA there may be another state-based form you can 
complete. Please also reach out to your uAspire Advisor with any questions - we are 
happy to help. 

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements/non-us-citizens


Student High School Information 
Here is where you will report your high 
school completion status

● For “high school diploma” you will need 
to include the high school you 
graduated from 

● If you can’t find your high school listed 
on the FAFSA you can manually enter it

For first year students, you will also be required to report information about your high 
school. You should report your high school completion status as of the first year you 
are attending college. Depending on your answer, you may need to provide additional 
information, like the state and/or high school you graduated from. If you can’t find your 
high school listed on the fafsa you can manually enter it.  



Student 
Finances 

The third section is the student financial section. 



What will you see after consenting? 
After consenting on the FAFSA, most of the tax and income questions will 
be answered automatically and you will not see them 

● You will need to manually enter your tax information in certain 
circumstances including:

○ If you filed foreign tax returns 

○ If you filed “married filing jointly” in 2023 but are no longer married to 
that spouse 

● If you did not file U.S. taxes, you will need to say why you did not file 

Each page will have help text that can help you find any information you 
need to report on the FAFSA 

For the majority of students, after consenting on the fafsa, most income and tax 
questions will be answered when the IRS shares your tax information with federal 
student aid. Once that information is shared, you will not see those questions. There 
are some circumstances in which you will need to manually enter your tax information, 
but it is relatively rare. If you did not file U.S. taxes at all, there will be no income or 
tax questions you need to answer, but you will need to say why you did not file. Let’s 
review a few of the tax questions you may see even after consenting on the FAFSA. 
For any questions you do have to answer, each page will have help text that can help 
you find any information you need to report on the FAFSA 



Student Tax Return 
Information 

● If you consent to having your tax 
information shared with the 
FAFSA and you filed a tax return, 
you will see very few tax 
questions

For students who consent and don’t fall into a circumstance where tax and income 
information needs to be provided manually, these are the only tax, and asset 
questions you will see on the fafsa, and for many of these questions, the answer will 
be 0. It’s also important to keep in mind that the answers should be about your 2023 
tax information. 



Student Assets 

● Report your asset values as 
of the day you are filling out 
the FAFSA 

○ We will dive deeper into 
assets when we talk 
about the parent section 
later 

For the next section, the “Student Assets” section, you should report the values as of 
the day you are completing the FAFSA. For the first question, you can check your 
bank account while completing the fafsa to report those amounts. We will talk about 
assets more in the parent section, but for most students, the last two answers will be 
0.



Questions?

We are about halfway through our presentation today so before we get 
into how to add colleges on your FAFSA, we would like to take a second to 
answer any questions you may have. 



Colleges

The last section before signing your portion of the FAFSA is the colleges section. 



Listing Your Colleges 
Two ways to add

● By school name 

● By school code 

Can add up to 20 schools at a time 

● If need to add colleges to your list 
or apply to more than 20 you can 
make updates after the FAFSA 
processes

You should list your colleges here. There are two ways to add schools. You can add 
them by state and name OR by school code. No matter how you add them, you can 
only add 20 schools at a time to your FAFSA. If you are applying to more than 20 
schools, you will need to wait for the FAFSA to process before deleting your old list 
and adding the schools that still need to have the FAFSA information sent to them.



Review

● You should review your answers and 
make edits here

● You can also review your 
contributors to see who has been 
invited and review the status of the 
invite

Finally, you will review the FAFSA, check your answers, and make any edits. You can 
also check the status of the contributor(s)’ that you invited. 



Finishing the Student 
Section

● If all contributors have completed their 
section you will be able to sign & submit

● If you are waiting for additional 
contributors to complete their section, you 
can sign the form but can’t submit it

After you’ve reviewed your FAFSA, you will sign and complete your section. However, 
this may not be the end of the FAFSA process for you yet.



Parent Contributor Status 

If you are waiting for 
contributors to complete 
their section you should:

● Remind them and help 
them gather the 
information they need

If you need a contributor’s information to be provided on the FAFSA, you will see a 
reminder on the next page after signing your section. Their information is REQUIRED 
to be eligible for federal financial aid, so it’s important that you follow up with them to 
make sure their section is completed.



Contributors

Now that we’ve completed the student section of the fafsa, let’s talk about what parent 
contributors can expect. 



Ways Contributors can Log In 
Email Invitation Directly on FAFSA.gov

First, there are two ways a contributor can log in. 

[CLICK ONCE] The first is via an email that is sent to the email address the student 
lists when inviting the parent. From that email, they can click on [CLICK ONCE] log in 
which will take them to fafsa.gov where they will need to log in with their fsa id. 

[CLICK ONE] The second way a parent can log in to complete their section is to go 
directly to fafsa.gov, log in with their fsa id, and [CLICK ONCE] find the application 
under my activity. 



What to Expect
● You will see 3 sections

○ Demographics

○ Financials 

○ Signature 

● We will focus on the financial section, since this is where the major 
differences are 

● For independent students, you will see the family size and number in 
college questions 

Most of the parent section is the same or very similar to the student section. 
Remember that consent is required from all contributors so that the student can be 
eligible for federal financial aid. There are a few differences that we will discuss over 
the next couple slides. Also, remember, if you are an independent student, you may 
see these questions as well. 



Family Size

The FAFSA uses the number 
individuals claimed on federal 
taxes as the assumed family size. 
If the family size is different 
from the tax return, there is the 
option to provide it on the FAFSA

The first major difference is the family size question. The FAFSA will use the number 
of individuals claimed on the taxes as the assumed family size. If the family size is 
different from the tax return, you should provide an updated number on the FAFSA. 



Family Size, cont’d.

The FAFSA will not share with you the 
number of dependents it pulls from your tax 
form but you can check on your 1040 to see 
if your current family size is different 

● If you are not able to check your 1040 
and think it may be different from who 
you claimed in 2023, you should update 
family size on the FAFSA 

The FAFSA will not share with you the number of dependents it pulls from your tax 
form but you can check on your 1040 to see if your current family size is different 
which you can find highlighted on the slide. If it is, then you can update it on the fafsa. 

If you think it may be different but are not able to check your 1040, go ahead and 
update the family size on the FAFSA to what it is now. 



Number in College

Here you will report the number of people in your family who will be in college for 
the school year 

● Do not include any parents who are in college 

● Number in college no longer affects federal financial aid eligibility, but some 
colleges will use it to determine institutional aid

○ If you believe that the number in college will significantly affect your ability to 
pay for college, you should submit an appeal 

Next, you will report the number of people in your household who will be in college for 
the school year. Parents should not be included in this count. Additionally, the number 
in college will no longer affect federal financial aid eligibility, but some colleges may 
use it to determine institutional aid. If you believe that the number in college will 
significantly impact your ability to pay for college, you should submit an appeal.  

http://uaspire.org/appeals


Parent Assets 
● Child support received 

○ Report the total amount 
received in the last 
complete calendar year 

● Cash, Savings, and Checking

○ Report the value as of today

● All businesses, farms, and 
investments

○ Report the net worth as of 
today

The parent asset section looks very similar to the student asset section, but also asks 
you about any child support received. If you receive any child support, you will report 
the total amount you received in the last complete calendar year. For cash, savings 
and checking, report the values as of the day you are filling out the fafsa. For 
businesses, farms, and investments report the net worth as of the day you are filling 
out the fafsa. Having statements on hand can be helpful. 



What must be reported What should not be reported  

● Real estate 
● Rental property
● Trust funds
● Uniform Gifts to Minors Act (UGMA) & 

Uniform Transfer to Minors Act 
(UTMA) Account

● Money market funds 
● Mutual funds 
● Certificates of deposit (CD’s) 
● Stocks
● Stock options 
● Bonds 
● Securities 
● Commodities 
● 529 accounts owned by parent w/ 

student as beneficiary

● Home in which the student/parent(s) 
lives 

● Life insurance policies

● Retirement plans 

● UGMA and UTMA accounts for which 
the student/parent are the custodian, 
but not the owner

● 529 accounts with a beneficiary other 
than the student applicant

Investments: A Closer Look

Let’s look at what investments should be reported a bit more closely. Here we have a 
list of the assets that should and should not be reported. Remember that retirement 
plans and the home that you live in are not counted as assets on the FAFSA. 



Other Spouse Invitation 
If the other parent’s information is needed and the 
student did not provide it, the parent can provide it 
here.

● The other parent will receive an invite

● The FAFSA will not be able to be submitted until 
they complete their section

If another person’s information is required who has not been invited yet, you can add 
their information here so they can complete their section.



Submitting and Completing the FAFSA
Once the last contributor completes their 
section they can sign and submit it  

● The student will get an email 
confirmation 

● The FAFSA will usually process 1-3 
days after it is submitted 

○ Due to delays in the last year, 
FAFSA processing times vary

● Student will then receive some 
communication from schools about 
verification, aid offers, etc. 

Then, once all contributors have signed and submitted the FAFSA, the student’s fafsa 
will be complete. The student will get a confirmation email. Next the fafsa will be 
processed and students should hear from their colleges. If you don’t hear from your 
colleges you should reach out. There are a few more steps to do after the fafsa, so 
let’s talk about what comes next. 



Steps to take 
after the 
FAFSA

Let’s get into some of these next steps in more detail. 



After the FAFSA Timeline

Open Now

Submit CSS 
Profile (if 
required)

After FAFSA

Verification & 
Institutional 

Forms

May 1

Tuition Deposit 
Due 

Submit 
FAFSA
In Winter 

2024/2025

Review FAFSA 
Submission 

Summary, Fix 
any Issues
After FAFSA

Analyze & 
Compare Aid 

Offers
Spring

find and apply for scholarships throughout the year 

Communicate as needed with the financial aid departments of your colleges

It is best to think of the FAFSA as the starting gate of the financial aid process and 
NOT the finish line, so there are a few other steps that you will need to take to ensure 
you get all the aid you can. Though we will be going over these steps briefly today, 
before closing out we will also be discussing some ways to get follow up on any of 
these steps in the future. 

Remember you should be researching and applying to scholarships all year round. 
Don’t wait until the last minute because there won’t be many scholarships available. 



FAFSA Submission 
Summary

● FAFSA Submission Summary 
summarizes all student-reported info 
on FAFSA 

● Includes estimated financial aid 
eligibility, Student Aid Index (SAI), 
corrections that need to be made, add 
colleges, flags for verification 

Check out our videos on how 
to retrieve and review the FAFSA 
Submission Summary

The FAFSA Submission Summary summarizes all the information a student reported 
on their FAFSA. It provides a line-by-line review of the FAFSA questions and 
responses. 

Reviewing it is important because it includes key information about your FAFSA and 
financial aid eligibility. It will indicate if any of the answers reported on the FAFSA 
seem to be incorrect or don’t match up with other information reported elsewhere on 
the application. So that you can correct any errors and complete the FAFSA. 

The summary provides your Student Aid Index, or SAI. This number determines your 
eligibility for certain types of financial aid. 

The FAFSA Submission Summary also provides an opportunity to add additional 
colleges to the FAFSA. You may need to add colleges if you couldn’t fit all the 
colleges you applied to during the first submission of your application or if you 
decided to apply to another college after already submitting your FAFSA. 

The summary also indicates if a student is selected for verification, which means 
students and families will need to provide additional information to confirm what is 
reported on their FAFSA is true and accurate. Although we won’t be watching it now, 
we do have a video linked here that explains what to look out for when reviewing your 
FAFSA Submission Summary that you can watch later. 

https://www.uaspire.org/resources/financial-aid-resources#:~:text=ADDITIONAL%20RESOURCES-,Follow%20Up,-Review%20FAFSA%20Submission


A Bit More About SAI 
● Student Aid Index (SAI) is a 

number that determines your 
eligibility for certain types of 
financial aid. 

○ Can be as low as -1500

● Colleges use SAI as a measure 
of financial need.

● SAI is NOT an exact amount of 
money you may have to pay! 
Many families will need to pay 
more than their SAI.

The student aid index is a number that determines your eligibility for 
certain types of financial aid. For example, if you have an SAI between 
-1500 and 0, you'll be eligible for the full amount of the Federal Pell 
Grant. As your SAI increases, the amount of Pell Grant you are eligible for 
decreases. The colleges, states, and federal government use SAI as a 
measure of need, and it is not the exact amount you will have to pay for 
college. Colleges are not always able to offer you the financial aid you are 
eligible for. 



Verification & Other Forms 
● Colleges want to ensure that the 

information reported on financial aid 
applications is correct

● Verification is a normal part of the process!

● Colleges may ask you to fill out/submit:

○ Verification worksheets

○ Copies of tax returns

○ Proof of citizenship/residency

● Respond in a timely manner so that you 
don’t miss out on financial aid

Check out uAspire’s Guide to 
Verification Handout

Verification is one of the steps that may show up on your FAFSA 
submission summary. It is a process the federal government and colleges 
use to ensure you receive the financial aid you deserve. If you are 
selected for verification, it does not mean you have done anything wrong. 
The best thing you can do if a college reaches out and requests certain 
documents is to provide them in a timely manner. Colleges may ask you 
to fill out specific worksheets, provide copies of tax transcripts or copies 
of other documents such as a passport or birth certificate. If you don’t 
respond to verification requests, you may not be able to access your 
financial aid. If you have questions, you should talk to your counselor, 
advisor, or reach out directly to the college. 

https://www.uaspire.org/Ver
https://www.uaspire.org/Ver


Next Steps
⬜ All contributors create FSA ID

⬜ Gather all materials using uAspire’s handout

⬜ Start your FAFSA 

⬜ All contributors submit their sections

⬜ Review FAFSA Submission Summary and 
complete any required verification 

⬜ Complete other financial aid steps

Let’s talk next steps. 

Before starting the FAFSA, it’s important for all contributors to create 
their FSA ID and to gather any necessary materials ahead of time. Be sure 
to start your FAFSA once it opens and make sure all contributors have 
completed their sections. Once your fafsa has been processed, be sure to 
review your fafsa submission summary and complete any required 
verification. Finally, there are more steps in the financial aid process that 
you will need to complete, and we are here to help along the way. 

http://uaspire.org/FSAID
http://uaspire.org/Checklist
http://uaspire.org/Ver


uAspire’s Resource Page 

Check out uAspire’s resource page, a hub of 
helpful resources like: 

● Videos walking you through parts of the 
FAFSA

○ Also check out our YouTube channel for 
more videos and helpful resources 

● Various checklists in many different 
languages 

● Blog posts on financial aid topics

And more! 

Be sure to check out uAspire’s resource page which has tons of helpful resources like 
videos, checklists, blog posts and more that cover topics across the financial aid 
spectrum. 

https://www.uaspire.org/resources/financial-aid-resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTzcK0oOtWvhVJh1xw0b2gQ


How to get follow-up 
support after today’s 

presentation

Let’s also talk about some of the ways you can get further support. 



Additional Financial Aid Virtual Events 
uAspire has ongoing financial aid events throughout the year on topics such 
as:

・ Affording College 101

・ Financial Aid for Current College Students 

・ CSS Profile

・ Next Steps Post-FAFSA

・ Financial Aid Offer Review

・ Scholarships Basics and Tips

・ Summer Financial Aid Steps

・ Loan Repayment and Forgiveness

Scan the QR code for upcoming events and registration links, or email 
studentsupport@uaspire.org for more information 

We have ongoing financial aid and college affordability events throughout 
the year. You can find more information on these events and how to 
register on our website, uAspire.org, or send us an email at 
studentsupport@uaspire.org

https://www.uaspire.org/News-Events/Virtual-Financial-Aid-Help-Events
mailto:studentsupport@uaspire.org


Reach out to your uAspire Advisor

If you are already receiving text messages 
from uAspire, please reach out directly to your 
uAspire advisor for help

For all other inquiries reach out to 
studentsupport@uaspire.org 

If you are already receiving texts from uAspire, you can always reach out 
directly to them for help! If you are not sure if you have an advisor, you 
can email studentsupport@uaspire.org and we can put you in touch with 
your advisor. 

mailto:studentsupport@uaspire.org
mailto:studentsupport@uaspire.org


Please complete this 
brief survey

We will now be launching a poll to get your feedback about this session. 
Your answers will help us continue to improve our walkthroughs in the 
future. We appreciate your participation!!!



Questions?

I have seen the Q&A feature being used so far during this presentation 
which is wonderful! Now we have time to address any questions that 
were not able to be answered yet and then we will open the floor for 
additional questions. Please chat them in, use the Q&A feature, or if you 
would rather ask out loud, raise your hand and we will unmute you. 



Thank you

uAspire.org  /  @uAspire

Thank you so much for coming to this presentation. We look forward to 
supporting you as you move through the financial aid process. 

Take care


